
LIMITATIONS

BENEFITS

Conducting scholarly research takes a high level of subject 
matter expertise, dedication and intention.

Difficulty

The challenges of finding and synthesizing material take 
considerable time. “From this standpoint alone, it’s not 
reasonable to do scholarship research all the time. We’d never 
make decisions,” Kelly says.

With scholarship, the results are unlikely to be due to chance, 
but rather a real relationship between variables. Researchers 
call such results “statistically significant.”

Validity

Scholarly research lays a clearer path forward. Researchers 
can predict with some level of certainty that an outcome 
happened because of x, y and z. This helps researchers 
understand where to go next.

Time

You have to be grounded in theoretical premises before you really 
get started,” Kelly says, adding that it’s important to ask 
questions such as:

•What do we know already?
•What are my assumptions?
•What theories am I drawing from previous literature?

Intensity

Repeatability
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